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Scorpion Down: Sunk by 
the Soviets, Buried by the Pentagon: The Untold 
Story of the USS Scorpion Pen and Sword: A 
Journalist’s Guide to Covering the Military
Lifting the Fog of War

Turning the Tide traces the evolution of the battle 

Allies vied for control of the North Atlantic. Ger-

Britain and prevent a buildup of Allied forces and 

secure sea lines of communication for movement 
of people and material for an amphibious assault 

Both antagonists had to battle the North Atlantic’s 
tremendous weather conditions while waging war.

-

blend together to provide a coherent picture of the 
circumstances that affected the battles at sea, such as 

-

reaction, and counteraction to each change in the 
environment.

to make rapid changes in their organization, com-
mand and control, and resource allocation for 

attack technologies came on line in quantities large 

convergence of these substantial changes to Allied 

rest of the war and information on the capabilities 

escort ships.
Turning the Tide is well researched, organized, 

and well written. It follows logical paths, is free of 

is for naval and World War II enthusiasts, novice 

Lt. Col. Terrance M. Portman, USMC, Retired, 
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas

ARMS OF LITTLE VALUE: 
The Challenge of Insurgency and Global 
Instability in the Twenty-First Centur

2012, 295 pages, $32.95

F been hailed as the graduate level of warfare. 
However, in Arms of Little Value, G.L. Lamborn 

even harmful without a thorough understanding 

of political action to insurgencies and explain how 

nature of insurgencies remains a vexing challenge. 
In successful cases, this has occurred in situations 
where reform of political and economic policies was 

is little to defend when local partners remain stub-

as was the case with Diem’s Republic of South 
Vietnam. 

Arms of Little Value is reminiscent of Robert 
War of the Flea. However, Lam-

should better prepare its capabilities through greater 
understanding of the political nature of war and root 
causes of insurgencies in particular. As he states, 
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chapters examine the importance of grievances—
whether social, economic, or political—that engen-
der insurgencies. However, solving such grievances 

process is ill suited to resolve insurgent grievances 
because it remains locked in a philosophical frame-

differing means and ends in combating insurgencies 
shapes Lamborn’s argument throughout the book. 

Arms of Little Value a sardonic 

States made wise decisions regarding its foreign 

this regard is that success in countering insurgencies 

governments that reformed the negative practices that 
served as rationale for revolution. Insurgencies have 
an emboldened cause where reform has not occurred, 
as in the case of South Vietnam where Ngo Dinh 

-

-
-

answer to this failure is straightforward: the political 
roots of warfare have been forgotten.

A troubling argument, one central to the book, is the 

organization that teaches and understands the politi-

force. 

is not organized, and he drives home the point that 
other departments must shoulder a greater share. 
Emphasizing conventional exercises and training 

institutional arms around political warfare embodied 
-

born argues, since political warfare in the form of 

Arms of Little Value
It presents a number of solutions and alternative 

Arms of Little Value both empha-

-

-
vides ample evidence of such failure. On the other 

through the Anbar Awakening indicate an adaptabil-

Although the book does not address the wars in 
-

cal case studies point to current and recent events. 

presented, and the author’s focusing on better under-
standing of the political nature of warfare is merited. 

of a credible author are marks of professionalism. If 
readers accept the premise of honest, critical evalu-

gained from Arms of Little Value. 
Capt. Nathaniel L. Moir, USAR, 
Fergus Falls, Minnesota


