[/ietnam’s Second Front is a cogent

examination of the Republican Party’s
roiling contribution to the tragic pro-
gression of the Vietnam War.” This well-
written book focuses specifically on how
domestic political considerations shaped
foreign policy decision-making from
1961 to 1973, and it drills into a divisive
GOP environment with extensive and
well-chosen research. Andrew Johns,
a professor at Brigham Young Univer-
sity, explores the impact of domestic
politics on the Vietnam War through
a progression of eight chapters that
chronologically reveal Hawk vs. Dove
divisions within the GOP, its struggles
with the Democratic administrations of
JohnF. Kennedy and Lyndon B. Johnson,
and how its decision-making and culpa-
bility in the war’s outcome pivoted on
domestic political calculations.

One of the most salient outcomes of
the book is how politicians, both Demo-
craticand Republican, created a situation
where a “middle-of-the-road” strategy
was the result of political bickering and
an inability to create a unified approach
to the war. Johns makes historical note
of how the conditions for an impasse
were shaped from 1945 onward through
the United States’ support for France’s
repossession of Indochina, the Laotian
Crisis, and the difficulty of Cold War rela-
tions with the Soviet Union and China.
Pivotal to the dilemma Vietnam posed
was U.S. support for the fledging South
Vietnamese government, particularly the
regime associated with Ngo Dinh Diem
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which, in turn, caused the United States
to become “inextricably linked to the
Saigon regimes that followed”

The administrations of Kennedy,
Johnson and Richard M. Nixon shared
contentious relationships with the GOP,
(in Nixon's case with specific members)
that are closely examined throughout
the book. Furthermore, they all shared
a motivation to achieve only as much
in the realm of foreign policy as their
domestic agendas could withstand. For
example, in 1963, Kennedy was quoted
saying to afriend,“We don't have a prayer
of staying in Vietham. Those people hate
us. They are going to throw our asses out
of there at almost any point. But | can't
give up a piece of territory like that to the
Communists and then get the American
people to re-elect me” While Johnson
and Nixon both vacillated on this theme,
the goal of achieving aggrandizing
domestic political ends over successful,
viable foreign policy continues to disgust
and astound.

Johns's research in dozens of archival
collections substantiates his examina-
tion of the GOP and the calculations
that shaped political decision-making
concerning the Vietnam War. It provides
a unique, although very frustrating,
perspective on the Vietham War which
would make a positive addition to col-
lege faculties’ curriculum in both political
science and history. For example, the
source documents of personal letters be-
tween elected officials and constituents,
among others, provide the reader with a

graphy. Index. Pp.

street-level view. The emphasis on pri-
mary sources provides a lived-experience
sensibility which underscores the efforts,
and political hits that some politicians
took to stand up for sincerely held beliefs.
Senators, which include both Hawks and
Doves, such as John Sherman Cooper
(R-KY), Mark Hatfield (R-OR), Edward
Brooke (R-MA), John Tower (R-TX), Pete
McCloskey (R-CA), among others, stand
out as voting, advising, and acting on
their convictions. Others worked, unfor-
tunately, for far less noble ends.

The bookis also a useful companion
to military accounts of the war. While
Johns's work does not include the per-
sonal cost of the war, his very worth-
while study reinforces the tremendous
sacrifices of military personnel and their
families, as recorded in Franklin Miller’s
Reflections of a Warrior. It also confirms
the difficulties the Vietnam War posed
for the Army as demonstrated in Andrew
Krepinevich's The Army and Vietnam.
Johns” work, in sum, powerfully dem-
onstrates the Vietham War’s political
complexities and price, all of which was
paid for by generations of Americans and
Vietnamese.
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